[Anti-neuronal antibodies: a rapidly developing field].
Anti-neuronal antibodies are implicated in various neurological syndromes that are sometimes associated with tumors. Depending on the antigenic target (nuclear, cytoplasmic or extracellular cell-surface or synaptic) the clinical presentation is different. In neurological syndromes associated with antibodies specific for intracellular antigens, the T-cell mediated immunological response predominates as pathogenic effector and the response to treatment is typically poor. In contrast, in syndromes related to antibodies against extracellular targets, the role of the antibodies is pathogenic and the neurological syndrome often responds better to immunomodulatory treatment, associated or not with an anti-tumoral treatment. We review the spectrum of anti-neuronal antibodies and their corresponding clinical and therapeutic characteristics.